Gingival necrosis following the use of a paraformaldehyde-containing paste: a case report.
To report on an unusual case of gingival necrosis following the use of a paraformaldehyde-containing paste in root canal treatment. Paraformaldehyde preparations are toxic to hard and soft tissues. In an era of effective local anaesthesia, toxic devitalizing preparations have few applications. However, in a mobile world population, severe tissue injury may occasionally be encountered after the use of paraformaldehyde or other toxic agents in some parts of the world. Dentists should avoid such preparations and be alert of the features and management of local toxicity if they encounter it in practice. Paraformaldehyde-containing pastes have no application in contemporary dentistry. Dentists should avoid toxic preparations for pulp devitalization. Dentists should be aware of the features and management of tissue necrosis resulting from the use of toxic dressing materials.